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Check out the president’s update  

Volunteer at this year’s RMATA 
meeting 

View the RMATA Symposium 
Schedule and how to register. 

Join the AzATA for the Coyotes 
Hockey game.   

8 

As you take pictures during the month of March to promote National Athletic Training Month, please tag 
the AZATA Facebook page, or if you haven’t already go to 
https://www.facebook.com/ArizonaAthleticTrainersAssociation and like the page! Also, when tagging 
pictures from events please remember to use the hastages #NATM15 #NATMAZ.  

 

Look out for events like the Coyotes Hockey game (pg.7) and Day at the Capitol (pg.2) to attend this 
month! 

National Athletic Training Month 

Nominate your fellow AT’s for 
Awards this year.  

H.R. 921: Sports Medicine 
Licensure Clarity Act 

Introduced Feb. 12, 2015 in the 
House by Rep. Brett Guthrie, R-
KY, and Rep. Cedric Richmond, 
D-LA 

(Senate version expected to be 
introduced next week when 
Congress returns from recess)  H.R. 
921 clarifies medical liability rules 
for athletic trainers and medical 
professionals to ensure they are 
properly covered by their 
malpractice insurance while 
traveling with athletic teams in 
another state.  

“Athletic trainers and sports 
medicine professionals frequently 
travel out of state with their teams, 
and current law is ambiguous as to 
whether or not their medical liability 

insurance covers work performed 
out of state,” said Congressman 
Guthrie. “Without the clarity that 
their insurance covers them during 
these events, they are potentially 
exposed to personal liability. 

 “From high school to college to 
professional levels, these men and 
women are trained to protect and 
care for athletes, and a lack of 
clarity in the current system leaves 
them vulnerable. This legislation is 
a solution to this difficult problem 
faced by many athletic trainers and 
sports medicine professionals,” 
added Congressman Guthrie. 

·         From: 
http://guthrie.house.gov/latest-
news/guthrie-richmond-introduce-
sports-medicine-liability-bill/ 
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The AzATA is assisting with RMATA Annual Clinical Symposium Registration in April at the Mesa Marriott 
Hotel.  If you plan to be in attendance and wish to volunteer your time to help attendees with their registration 
process, please contact Michelle Gonzalez at president@azata.net or 520-232-8439 or David Mesman at 
vicepresident@azata.net or 928-812-1961.  

The registration table will be open: 

Wednesday April 8th:  6-8pm 

Thursday April 9th: 7am-8pm 

Friday April 10th: 7am-7pm 

Saturday April 11th: 7am-2pm 

Sunday April 12th: 7am-11am 

Duties include checking in and registering attendees, handing out materials, and stamping CEU cards.  No 
experience required!  Come out and meet some new colleagues. 

We Need You! 
 By Michelle Gonzalez 

Meet your law makers and help promote the profession. Visit 
https://researchsupportatsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bPpskr6bHcTUTZP to register today! 
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Happy Athletic Training Month! 

The next few weeks are a whirlwind of activity.  Saturday March 7th, I hope 
you are joining us at Arizona Coyotes game for Athletic Trainer’s Night.   This 
last week was our annual AzATA AT Day at the Capitol.  Many athletic 
trainers and students met with their respective legislators to discuss issues 
pertaining to the profession.  Many schools and clinics are holding activities to 
promote athletic training as well.  Share your events with the association by 
letting us know at communications@azata.net.  We will help you out! 

Our Annual Meeting and Clinical Symposia was held in January to an 
unprecedented turnout.  Thank you to Mike McKenney and his Professional 

Education Committee for a great lineup of speakers and topics.  He and his committee are diligently 
working on the agenda for the summer meeting in Flagstaff which will be held on July 18-19th.  Also, I 
want to extend a big thank you to Leah Oliver and her subcommittee who put together a combined 
AzATA-HOSA High School Student Symposium on Saturday.  Over one-hundred high school students 
participated in educational sessions and the Regional HOSA Sports Medicine Competition.  

In addition, the membership voted to pass amended changes to our AzATA Constitution and By-Laws.  
The revisions bring them into line with both the NATA and RMATA policies and procedures.  The 
elections for the Board of Directors, to be held later this year, will change slightly.  Elected positions will 
now include president, vice-president, secretary, and four at-large member representatives.  There will no 
longer be criteria that at-large members represent a specific professional tract.  Due to the need for 
consistency and the knowledge necessary, the Treasurer’s position will be appointed by the Board.   

The elections nomination process will open May 1st and will close at the culmination of the Summer 
Meeting on July 19th.  More information will be forthcoming as we get closer.  If you want to make a 
difference for Arizona athletic trainers, or know of a colleague who would be a good leader, please 
consider nominating them for a Board position. 

Finally, the RMATA District Annual Clinical Symposium will be held in Mesa on April 9-12.  The 
AzATA is hosting a Night with the Diamondbacks on Friday April 10, when they take on the Los Angeles 
Dodgers.  We have a group of tickets available for sale.  Come on out and spend an evening of baseball 
with your fellow District 7 colleagues.  There will be round-trip transportation available from the Mesa 
Marriott.  See our webpage of the RMATA registration page for more details. 

Have a wonderful Athletic Training Month and Happy Spring! 

Michelle 

Michelle Gonzalez, MS AT 

President, AzATA 

 

President’s Message 
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Dates to mark 
on Your 
calendar 

Make sure you are taking 
advantage of Free CEU’s 

from the NATA Quiz 
Center, Gatorade, and 

Mueller by visiting their 
prospective websites. 

NATA National 
Convention will be in St. 

Louis. Please visit 
http://convention.nata.org/
education/ to register and 

for more information.  

June 23-26: 

Having trouble 
keeping track of 

your CEU’s? 

If so check out this 
new professional 

continuing education 
app by visiting 

www.thejoyceapp.com 
for more information 

Free CEU’s: 

RMATA in Mesa 
 

This year the RMATA symposium is in Mesa, AZ. If you are in need of last 
minute CEU’s or the 10 EBP CEU required by the end of the year, this would 
be a great local conference for you to attend! For more information on pricing 
or to register please visit, http://www.rmata.org/register2015. 

 
(Continued on page 5) 
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NATA announced the introduction of the Supporting Athletes, Families and Educators to Protect the Lives of 
Athletic Youth (SAFE PLAY) Act on Tuesday, February 10, 2015.     

Presented in the U.S. Senate and in the U.S. House, this legislation helps school districts develop concussion 
safety while encouraging increased surveillance efforts for life-threatening cardiac conditions in 
children.  NATA had an integral role in the introduction of this comprehensive legislation, which also 
recommends a multidisciplinary approach to research and federal support to ensure our student athletes are kept 
safe in schools.   Read more about the SAFE PLAY act and how you can support it in our NATA NOW blog. 

 

SAFE PLAY Act Introduced 
From NATA Update 
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AzATA Winter Award Winners 

 
Left: Lanny Williams Scholarship winners were 

Kiana Ling, Madison Petrusha, and Jordyn 
Talerico 

Hall of Fame inductee Laurie White. 
 

Warren H. Lee Athletic Trainer of the year 
recipient was Scott Ellis. 

AzATA Service Award recipient was 
Scott Raab. 

Please take time to congratulate this years award and scholarship winners! 
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During National Athletic Training Month take 
time to reflect and give thanks to the people who 
have influenced us over the course of this year, or 
even our careers. Please take a moment to read 
through the possible awards for this year and 
nominate your colleague accordingly. 
Nominations are due December 2015. So don’t 
delay, nominate today! 

AzATA Service Award 
The AzATA Service Award is given to an athletic 
trainer for their continued efforts, time and skills 
as it relates to improvement of the profession of 
athletic training.  Those efforts can include but are 
not limited to serving on committees, working 
with licensure board, serving as an officer within 
the AzATA, etc. 

Non-Certified Service Award 
This award will go to one non-athletic trainer 
individual whose contributions positively impact 
the profession and/or association. Examples could 
include but are not limited to athletic directors, 
coaches, or parents. Nomination letters should 
include the person's contributions and why this 
individual is deserving of this award.  

 

Warren H. Lee Athletic Trainer of the Year 
Award 
The Warren H. Lee Athletic Trainer of the Year 
Award is given to an individual who has helped 
elevate the status of our profession at the state level 
and set themselves apart as an outstanding athletic 
trainer.  It is intended for an individual who has 
contributed to the profession, association, place of 
employment and the community beyond the call of 
duty. 

AzATA Hall of Fame Award 
The AzATA Hall of Fame Award is the highest 
honor we bestow upon our members.  It recognizes 
individuals that have shaped the profession through 
their noteworthy accomplishments and dedication to 
service, leadership and professionalism.  Every so 
often a truly gifted person comes along whom, by 
genius, hard work, and exceptional talent sets 
themselves apart and distinguishes themselves as the 
very best of our profession. 
 
Please visit: 
http://www.azata.net/awards_scholarships/nominatin
g for more information about awards. In addition 
please email questions and award information to: 

Johanna Elliot 
johanna.elliot@azwestern.edu 

AzATA Award Nominations 
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Student Associations Encouraged to Join the BU-SHU Challenge 

 
Actively Supporting The NATA Research & Education Foundation 

PURPOSE: Boston University and Sacred Heart University 
challenge all athletic training student groups to compete in raising 
money for the NATA Research & Education Foundation. The 
purposes of this challenge are to generate funds supporting research 
that lead to the best practice of athletic training, and to expose 
athletic training students to the world of research and the value of 
supporting research. 

WHAT: All athletic training student groups at individual 
institutions are invited to compete. Initial contact will be made with 
program directors, who will issue the challenge to their respective 
student leaders. Student groups will then organize and implement 
fund-raising campaigns during the academic year. The money raised 
from this initiative will go to the unrestricted accounts of the NATA 
Foundation. 

 

http://www.natafoundation.org 

Please visit us on the web: 

www.azata.net 

Editor’s Notes 

Please send any stories, information, and/or pictures to include in 
the quarterly addition of the AZ Athletic Training Times to 
communications@azata.net. 

In addition, I encourage you to please send me comments, 
suggestions, and submissions.  

Thanks for reading, 

Jacqueline 

Jacqueline Heeman, AT 
AzATA Newsletter Editor 

AzATA Leadership Directory 

President 
Michelle Gonzalez, MS, AT 

Vice President 
David Mesman, MEd, AT 

Secretary 
Joanne Scandura, MEd, AT 

Treasurer 
Natasha Anderson, AT 

Clinical / Professional 
Representative 
Greg Keuter, MS, AT, PES 

College / University Representative 
Brandon Warner, MEd, AT 

High School Representative 
Kristin Miller, AT 

 


